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OUR TRADE AT ANTIGUA.

E have heretofore referred to the activity of our consul at
Antigua in his efforts for the enlargement of our trade rela-
Mm‘jﬁi that island. This activity has another illustra-
-tion, and one which reflects as. much crerdit.
a8 it does upon the consul, and shows how us the British
‘Indies are for the closest business relations with the United States.
We.have always held that, espaclal]y among thk@ommon-sense and
hqypgencms English s
“more to do with controlling and directing commerce than the
colomnl dependence. A glance at the map will show that

| mercially speaking, they will be as much American as our own
States—when everything they raise will find a market in the United
States, and everything they consume will be of American origin.

To bring about this natural and happy combination should appeal
| to the highest feeling of every American, as we have no doubt it
does to the highest feelings of the sensible and thmkmg populat:ons
of the West Indies.

Referring to Consul jack.son. who has occasioned this enlarge-
! ment, we find that he has opened an exhibition hall for American
goods in connection with his consulate, and that the Colonial Council
of Antigua, as a pledge of their good feeling and anxiety, for closer
commercial rclations with the United States, have passed an act
admitting all goods intended for exhibition into the colony free of

duty. =
‘—In reporting thereupon, Con.sul Iacksorn says :
= had s in the 1
| do not lqedme 1o say Lhal there are many articles now manufactured “in the United
States, and many that can_be manufactured, which may, with time an attention, be
firmly established in this. and neighboring markets, if we only put the goods before the
people and keep them before the people. [ trust this can be done through exhibition
of samples and further advertisement of the same in some leading newspaper of this
island, where articles of exhibition will be advertised in a column under the cxpress
care and supervision of this consulate. This paper, having a circulation in British
ports from Jamaica to Demerara, will advertise largely.

The cost of such a column will be moderate, and will be cheerfully maintained by me
| in the event of manufacturers and others not consenting to divide the expenses of such
advertisement.

A start will not be taken in this di
exhibition to warrant such an undertaking.

Having taken out the “license under the provision of the act before mentioued, the
| exhibition-room is now open, and I _undertake the full .carc of all samples f rwarded
_for exhibition, subject to the following rules, viz.:

until a suffici ity of !
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x Gondswil! not be ived assamples for exhibition before il‘l'llllné
to the shipper for space in the hall, md ruﬂdi:mmfw-hnppingglm
2. All freights and foreign charges on 1 d for ibition must be pre-

" paid, or such goods will not be received.
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India_group of islands are placed in the very arms sty
of the United States, and the time is not far distant W -
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5. A charge for porterage of samples—a small item in any case—will be paid from this

msulate, and collection made from owners or their agents.

‘6. Samples of goods will be exhibited free of charge to owners for unpacking, dis-
playing, distribution of catalogues and price-lists, rent, or any service of mine relalmg
to the i el of goods wt

¢. The final disposition of samples wﬂl be subject to the order of the owner or author-

zed agent of owner of such goods:

8. All parties in correspondence with this office relating to exhibition of samples re-
quiring a reply, must inclose the sum of eight cents in stamps to cover postage.

In conclusion, [ beg to assure American parties interested in introducing their wares
in this market that I will do all in my power to protect such goods if placed on exhibi-
tion. and to bring them to the immediate notice of all parties liable to import the same,

In commenting upon the laboers of Consul Jackson, and the action

- ——of the legislative council, the Autigua Observer gives the following

very interesting review of the growth of the trade between thc
colony and the United States :

A little more than two years ago, when writing in this journal on the remarkable ex-
pansion of our trade with the United States, we ventured to predict that circumstances
then in operation would shorcly effect a still further development of that trade, and that
while the great bulk of our imports would continue to come from the States, more and
more of our produce would find its way thither. The c ose of the present year and an
examination of statisticsin connection’ with our imports and exports show that we have
been proceeding, not gradually, but by ‘‘leaps and bounds' in the direction of
strengthening our commercial relations with the great republic, a fact which we are
glad to find the United States Government has not been slow to recognize by advanc-
ing the consular position of this port to the same rank as that of the important colonies
of Barbadoes and Martinique, The revolution in the direction of the commerce of the
island has indeed progressed with rapid strides since the commencement of the decade
ending with the last year. At that period most of the owners of our sugar plantations.
were heavily indebted to B&};::pilaﬁslﬁ, to whom they were in consequence compelles
to consign l:hgir prad L Wl ind! other markets might offer. Tn 1872 the.
e Ee Unied States barcly s i o $11,005,

while at the expiration uf|,"he§ut year's season we had sent to our American cousins
sugar and molasses, the shipping value of which was officially declared to be $743,717!
In the three first years of che last ten we could only sell to the United States the aggre-
gate value of $40,703 ; in the last three years of the same period we were ableto let
them have from us $r,977,817| = The difference of these figures means that Antigoa has
by so much become emancipated from the domination of the morigagee and ta na |
fresh start on the road to prosperity. Our business transactions with America he £ in-
deed been eminently satisfactory, since having received on the—sput much h[ghur prices
_for our produce than it could have uetted in the best-ridden markets of the United |
Kingdom, we have with the change of customess been able to bid defiance to what must |
otherwise have proved a ruinous competition with bounty-fed sugar. At present nearly
two-thirds of our principal staple product goes to the States, and as the demand for
sugar thereis largely i with the A g stream of emi from other
countries, in the nature of things the West Indies will always find eager customers in
the people of the neighboring continent. Trade, at least between civilized countries,
cannot prosperously be maintained without some considerable degree of reciprocity ;
and in return for the liberal custom accorded us by the United States during the last
few years, we have purchased from them in increasing quantities such goods as they

_have had to sell us.  Almost all of our imperted food stuffs now come from the States, |

the single exception perhaps being fish;which mainly comes from the British provinces ;
and we are large consumers of building materlals, the greater part of which is-broughts
to us from the neighboring republic. This import trade has nearly doubled within the
last decade, in proof of which we will give just a few of the more important articles im-

- ported in 1872 and 88: respectively. In 1872, of bread and biscuits we took from the

4" States 218,08z [bs.; in 1881 of the like articles we received from them 379,436 1bs.; in the
former year they sent us ro,000 Ibs. of pork, against 720,800 'Ibs. in 1881 ; 4,629 Ibs. of
butter came in 187z ; in 1881 we took no less than 33,836 ; of flour in 1872 we got 11,238
bhls., against 17,557 bbls. in 1881, Pitch pine and other ‘' lumber' which came in the.
I'E;T“merygnr, amounted to 403,900 ft., against Gog,754 ft. in 1871 ; and so we nnghr e
enumerating & long list of articles, the import of every one of which from L/

slat&alv mcreascd sinee they hecame regular purchasessaf cnvprody.

round

States h.
articles pmdacé&fn the States have not yet found a brisk market with us because they

Cotton manufactures and agricultural implements, al-
being among the number.

are practically unknown here,
though having no doubt considerable merit




